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English 1001 Fall 2015 
Language and Composition 
 
Prof. Angela Vietto 
3345 Coleman 
Text/cell: 217-549-3203* 
arvietto@eiu.edu 
 
Office hours: 
M 12-1, T 11-1, WF 2-3 
and by appointment; text or call to schedule *  
   
 
Why We’re Here:  Learning Objectives—This class is designed to help you develop writing skills for use 
in college, in your future career, and in your life as a citizen. That means a lot of different kinds of writing 
and different situations. So our emphasis will be on rhetorical adaptability, careful critical thinking, and 
awareness of those rules and expectations that apply in many writing situations.  To be specific, students 
who successfully complete this course will:  
 
§ Develop effective writing processes for producing documents  
§ Produce informative, analytical, evaluative, and persuasive writing  
§ Implement reading processes to evaluate sources  
§ Adapt written texts to suit the text’s purpose, audience, genre, rhetorical situation, and discourse 
community  
§ Recognize how to transfer writing processes, understanding of rhetorical principles, and genre 
awareness to other writing situations  
§ Find appropriate sources through secondary research, including the use of academic databases  
§ Integrate sources ethically and appropriately using at least one recognized citation style  
§ Use effective language and delivery skills through speaking opportunities  
§ Present work in Edited American English 
Texts to be issued by Textbook Rental: 
Faigley, Brief Penguin Handbook 5th ed. 
Goshgarian, The Contemporary Reader, 11th ed. 
Greene & Lidinsky, From Inquiry to Academic Writing 
 
Also required: 
• access to D2L/EIU Online, both during and outside class (requires your EIU ID and password) 
• use of Microsoft Word both inside and outside of class 
Recommended: 
• flash drive 
 
Students with disabilities—If you are a student with a documented disability in need of accommodations to 
fully participate in this class, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS). All 
accommodations must be approved through OSDS. Please stop by Ninth Street Hall, Room 2006, or call 217-
581-6583 to make an appointment. 
 
 
* I happily accept calls or text messages at my personal cell number between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 
 
Photo credit: "Chameleon in Nehru Zoo Park" by Poreddy Sagar - Own work. Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Wikimedia Commons - 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chameleon_in_Nehru_Zoo_Park.jpg#/media/File:Chameleon_in_Nehru_Zoo_Park.jpg 
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Attendance  
 
In my experience, skipping class is the leading cause of failing courses in college, especially among first-
year students—and the leading cause of students being academically dismissed. 
 
Because I want to help you succeed and develop habits for success, my attendance policy is designed to 
encourage you to come to every scheduled class meeting. 
 
For excused absences, you may access your make-up privileges by (a) providing credible documentation 
for the absence and (b) taking the initiative to talk with me by phone or in person to arrange for making 
up missed work no later than the first day you return to class. Excused absences are those covered by the 
University’s policy (“properly verified absences due to illness, emergency, or participation in an official 
University activity”). On a case-by-case basis, I may grant “excused” status for other unavoidable absences. 
Note: It is not possible to make up missed team challenges or class contribution points, even for excused 
absences. 
 
For all unexcused absences, no make-up privileges will be granted (this includes days we are making 
presentations). In addition, on the first day you return to class following each unexcused absence, you 
must speak with me before or after class to schedule a personal interview (that is, in person, in my office) 
and then come to the scheduled interview to avoid a 5% penalty to your final grade. (This penalty will be 
applied more than once if relevant.) 
 
 
 
Grading and Major Assignments* 
 
 Final Grading Scale 
Homework, early drafts, in-class writings, quizzes 10%  A 90-100% 
Team challenges, classroom contribution & conduct 10%  B 80-89.99% 
Formal essays using research   C 70-79.99% 
1 Career profile (3-4 pp.) 10%  NC 69.99% and below 
2 Social issue informative essay (4-5 pp.) 10%   
Note:  NC is a special grade used in 
only a few courses.  It stands for 
“No Credit,” which means the 
course must be repeated to fulfill the 
requirement.  Unlike a D or an F, 
however, NC does not affect a 
student’s GPA. 
 
3 Rhetorical analysis (5-6 pp.) 10%  
4 Policy argument (5-6 pp.) 10% 
5 Second policy argument (5-6 pp.) 10% 
Other projects  
A Career Profile Adaptation (2-3 pp.) 5%  
B Movie Trailer Analysis (2-3 pp.) 5%  
C Dream List How-to (variable length) 10%  
Presentations  
I Career Profile Adaptation (Project A) 2%  
II Policy Position (Essay 4) 4%  
III Policy Position (Essay 5) 4% 
 
* Students must submit all essays 1-5 & projects A-C to pass the 
class, regardless of final average. Also see the statements on 
academic honesty. 
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Homework  
 
This is a hands-on course. As a result, you should expect to have homework between every scheduled class 
session, including over holidays. Early drafts of essays and projects are graded as homework. One trade-off to 
frequent homework: no exams. 
 
 
Team challenges  
 
Team challenges will involve short tasks to help you understand specific concepts or master specific skills. 
Team challenges will start as short homework assignments; as a team, you will compare your answers to the 
homework and decide what your team should submit. (Only students who have completed the assignment may 
take part in a given team challenge.) Teams will earn points, and at the end of each of the three parts of the 
course, the team in the lead will select the menu for a celebration. (Teams will be re-formed every 5 weeks.) 
 
 
Class contribution and conduct  
 
I will assign you a grade for your contribution to class and your professional conduct in class on a 10-point 
scale for each day of class (when you miss class, of course, you earn no points for that day).  
 
In general, I expect that you will conduct yourself professionally, as someone whose primary full-time job is to 
learn, who is part of a community that shares that goal, and who wants to make the best possible educational 
use of class time.  
 
A list of encouraged and discouraged behaviors is provided in D2L. Note that professionals are expected to 
manage their body language as well as their words and actions—so I also take all three into account. 
 
 
Quizzes  
 
Quizzes will be open-note. This means you will benefit from taking notes, both on the assigned readings 
and on any mini-lectures I present. This also means you want to have your notes with you, on paper. 
 
 
Late Work 
 
Assignments will come with both a due date and a time (usually, but not always, the start of class). Meet 
these deadlines. You may, however, ask for an extension by requesting it, by phone or text, no later than 9 
p.m. the day before the assignment is due. 
 
Phone or text me as early as possible if you are having trouble meeting a deadline.  
 
When no extension is requested, I reserve the right to apply a late penalty to the grade or to refuse to 
accept late work that no longer serves a purpose (for example, a draft turned in at the same time as the 
final version of an essay). 
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Where to get help 
 
Instructor—Your first stop when you want help with this class should be me. I will be delighted to talk with 
you in office hours.  And remember you may also call or text me from 9 AM to 9 PM. 
 
The Writing Center—For even more help with writing in this or other classes, you can meet with the 
consultants at the Writing Center, who are trained graduate students in English. The Writing Center is just a 
few doors down the hall from our classroom. Know your assignment when visiting. 
 
The Student Success Center—Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are 
encouraged to contact the Student Success Center (http://www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time 
management, test taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support 
academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an 
appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302. 
 
  
Academic Honesty 
 
EIU statement on academic integrity: Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and 
conduct as defined in EIU’s Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). Violations 
will be reported to the Office of Student Standards. 
 
English Department Statement on Plagiarism: Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism—“The 
appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of 
them as one’s own original work” (Random House Dictionary of the English Language)—has the right and 
responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate 
assignments of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the course, and to report the incident to 
the Office of Student Standards. Respect for the work of others should encompass all formats, including print, 
electronic, and oral sources. 
 
Vietto's Statement on Academic Integrity: Do your own work, including your own editing and proofreading. We 
will discuss how to avoid plagiarism and how to work with peer readers usefully.  If you have any doubts or 
concerns at any time, ask me.  When carelessness amounts to plagiarism, I require revision to eliminate all 
plagiarism before I will accept and grade the work.  When I discover evidence of intentional cheating of any 
kind (including plagiarism), I assign a grade of F for the course and report the violation to the Office of 
Student Standards. 
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Schedule 
 
The schedule below provides due dates for final versions of major projects and is subject to change. Homework 
assignments and other instructions for daily work will be in D2L. 
 
Part 1: Overview and Review of Writing Basics 
 
M Aug 24 
 
Introductions.  
 
W Aug 26 
 
 
 
 
Generating topics and starting research for first 3 assignments; daily homework 
announced in class and on D2 
F Aug 28 
 
M Aug 31 
 
W Sept 2 
 
F Sept 4 Outline for Essay 1 due 
 
M Sept 7 No class—Labor Day 
 
T Sept 8 First draft of Essay 1 due in D2L by 5 p.m. Tuesday 
 
W Sept 9  
 
F Sept 11 Second draft of Essay 1 due by start of class 
 
M Sept 14 Third draft of Essay 1 due by start of class 
 
W Sept 16  
 
F Sept 18 Final version of Essay 1 due by start of class   
 	  
Part 2: Adapting to Varied Audiences, New Research Resources, and Practice 
 
M Sept 21 
 
 
 
 
Reading, research, and work on Essay 2 and Project A. 
 
W Sept 23 
 
F Sept 25 
 
M Sept 28 
 
W Sept 30 Project A due. Presentation I in class. 
 
F Oct 2  
 
M Oct 5 First draft of Essay 2 due 
 
W Oct 7 First draft of Project B due 
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F Oct 9 Second draft of Essay 2 due 
 
M Oct 12 Second draft of Project B due 
 
W Oct 14 Final version of Essay 2 due and final version of Project B due 
 
F Oct 16 No class—Fall Break 
 
M Oct 19 Reading, research, and work on Essay 3 
 W Oct 21 
F Oct 23 First draft of Essay 3 due at start of class 
 
M Oct 26  
 
W Oct 28 Second draft of Essay 3 due at start of class 
 
F Oct 30  
 
M Nov 2 Final version of Essay 3 due at start of class 
 
W Nov 4  
Reading, research, and work on Essay 4 and presentation II 
 
F Nov 6 
M Nov 9 
W Nov 11 First draft of Essay 4 due at the start of class 
 
F Nov 13 Draft of PPT for Presentation II due 
 
M Nov 16  
 
W Nov 18 Final version of Essay 4 due at start of class. Presentation II in class. 
 
 
Part 3: Increasing Independence	  	  
F Nov 20 Class will be optional 
 
Nov 23-27 No class—Thanksgiving break  
 
M Nov 30  
Working on final 3 projects 
 
W Dec 2 
F Dec 4 
M Dec 7 Final version of Essay 5 due 
 
W Dec 9 Presentation III 
 
F Dec 11 Last day of class: Final version of Dream List How-to due 
 
